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2021  
Annual 
Meeting of  
Shareholders 
Once a year, Gana-A’Yoo 
meets in one of our four 
villages for the annual 
meeting of shareholders. 
This year we took 
into consideration our 
theme, “Adapting to Our 
Environment,” and followed 
the public health officials’ 
recommendation to conduct 
a virtual livestream webcast 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Board 
of Directors and limited 
staff met at the Westmark 
Fairbanks Hotel on May 21 
for this year’s annual meeting 
of shareholders. Thank 
you to all who tuned in and 
attended this year’s meeting.

Greetings shareholders,

After an exceptionally long spring, summer happened quickly. Now that 
COVID-19 restrictions have relaxed, I am excited and looking forward  
to visiting our villages.

Our annual meeting of shareholders was held 
May 21 in Fairbanks via livestream. Thank 
you to all who called in and took part 
in this event. Congratulations to our 
incumbent returning elected board 
members, Shay Huntington McEwen 
and Sharon Hildebrand, and our 
newly elected board member, 
Joshua Peter. I look forward to 
working with all of you. Special 
thanks to Kim Bower for her years 
of service on the board and as board 
chair. Your commitment to the growth 
of our company is commendable.  

Gana-A’Yoo in the news! On June 4, 
Gana-A’Yoo was highlighted on Alaska’s 
News Source as their Breakfast Club winner. 
Visit http://bit.ly/BreakfastClubWinner to see our 
winning Breakfast Club smiles.

The summer is alive and active. Thank you to all those who took part in the 
Gana-A’Yoo Foundation fundraising walk in Galena, organized by Joyce 
Huntington, and thank you to those who expressed interest in serving on 
Gana-A’Yoo committees. Shareholder and descendant perpetuity is one 
of our goals. We are looking for interns to work this summer; if you are 
interested in gaining skills, knowledge and deenge, please call us.

I would like to wish all of you a healthy and successful gathering season.

My best regards,

Dena

CEO Message

PRIZE winners
Congratulations to early bird 
prize winners Viola Nickoli 
($1,000), Phyllis Stickman 
($500) and $100 winners 
Karen Kriska, Catherine Brush, 
Brenda Jimmie, Rita Hemphill 
and Thomas Neglaska. 
Congratulations to proxy 
prize winners Darlene Lolnitz 
($1,500), Shirley Newcomb 
($1,000), Clara Honea ($250), 
Francis McGinty ($250), Verna 
Demoski ($100) and Josephine 
McGinty ($100). This year, 
Gana-A’Yoo also conducted 
$100 pop-up proxy drawings; 
congratulations to Donna 
Garman, Tamera Tiepelman 
and Shirley Kriska. Thank you 
to all who took part in voting  
this year’s Gana-A’Yoo proxies.
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Outgoing  
CHAIR  
The board and 
staff recognize the 
contributions, hard 
work and dedication of 
outgoing board member 
and chair, Kimberly 
Bower. Bower committed 
much of her time and energy 
to Gana-A’Yoo while also working in the healthcare 
field as a registered nurse throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Bower served for two terms, 
through the transition of CEOs and a meeting 
interrupted by a historic Anchorage earthquake. 
She thanked the Gana-A’Yoo shareholders for their 
trust, confidence and votes to allow her to serve 
the last six years. She recognized board member, 
William Dayton, for his support of her growth and 
development throughout her time on the board, 
teaching her to really listen. 

“Thank you to the past and present board members 
and management to help get the corporation to 
where it is now and where it is going in the future.” 
– Kimberly Bower 

Traditionally during the annual meeting, Gana-A’Yoo 
takes the opportunity to recognize our Elders in 
attendance. This year, the meeting was a hybrid of 
virtual and in person, held in Fairbanks. As in-person 
attendance was extremely limited, we would like  
to formally acknowledge our Elder shareholders:
Margaret Agnes
Mary Agnes
Marcia Alexie
Rita Anniskett
Amy Blakely
Cecelia Burgett
Annie Dayton
Franklin Dayton
Mary Demientieff
Peter Demoski
William Demoski
Winifred Demoski
Regina Eagleton
Patricia Ekada
Ethel Esmailka
Albert Evans
Alfred Evans
Lilly Evans
Benedict Jones
Eliza Jones
Clara Honea
Beverly Huhndorf
Max Huhndorf
Flora Keogh

Yvon Kinsella
Norman Lakoduk
Carol Lowe
Alvin Manook
William McCarty
Shirley Newcomb
Christina Nollner
Edgar Nollner
Margaret Nollner
William Peter
Kenneth Pitka
Marie Simmons
Dorothy Sommer
Edward Sommer
John Sommer
Lawana Sommer
Mary Stickman
Mildred Stickman
Paulina Stickman
Robert Thurmond
Elsie Tremblay
Larry Walker
Patrick Yaska

ELDERS Spotlight 

Shareholder of the Year HEATHER GUTIERREZ 
The Gana-A’Yoo Board of Directors selected Heather Gutierrez of California to be recognized as this year’s 
Shareholder of the Year. Gutierrez grew up in Galena and is the daughter of Joyce Huntington and the late Stanley 
Huntington. She graduated in 2017 from Cerritos College with an associate degree in nursing, obtained her 
registered nursing license in 2018, and has since dedicated her life’s work to helping others. 
Gutierrez is a devoted nurse and has worked tirelessly throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 
earning and maintaining the trust of many while continuing to be the caring wife to her 
husband, Christopher, and mother to their sons, Jase and Jaiden. Gutierrez demonstrates 
the spirit of Gana-A’Yoo’s mission and vision, and she demonstrates the traditional value 
of taking care of others with her selflessness and her deeply caring attitude for the well-
being of those around her. 

“Heather’s honesty and exceptional moral standards are highly admired; she has held a lot 
of responsibilities from a young age and continues to be rooted with her traditions. She is 
caring, kind, empathetic and compassionate.” - Angela Rutman, Gana-A’Yoo shareholder

Robin Renfroe is the vice 
president of human resources 
and shareholder services 
for Doyon, Limited, and is a 
subject matter expert on open 
enrollment. Over the years, she 
has shared her expertise with the 
Gana-A’Yoo shareholder relations committee on this 
topic. Renfroe served as the keynote speaker at this 
year’s annual meeting of shareholders. She took the 
time to remind shareholders that it is your vote, and it is 
your voice. Her challenge for Gana-A’Yoo shareholders 
is to talk to your family, have conversation, and most 

importantly, to ask the questions and 
get the correct answers from 

the corporation. And when 
it is time, make your voice 
heard by voting. 

“I am proud of Gana-A’Yoo  
for taking this task on. 
We have had several 
villages in our region who 

are interested in this, but 
really Gana-A’Yoo has been 

the leader.” - Robin Renfroe 

OPEN  
Enrollment   

Thank you to all shareholders who have submitted a 
valid stock will within the last five years. By the stock will 
drawing deadline of May 5, 2021, all 267 shareholders who 
submitted a valid stock will were entered to win cash prizes. 
Congratulations to the lucky $500 winners, Jolene Lestenkof 
and Maxine Brannen. If you would like to be entered into 
future drawings, be sure to submit your valid stock wills.  
All stock wills must be notarized or certified by the postmaster  
and signed by the shareholder submitting the stock will. 
Contact the corporate office with any questions.

STOCK WILL winners  

Congratulations to newly elected 
board member, Joshua Peter,  
Nulato stock (urban), and incumbents 
Sharon Hildebrand, Galena and Nulato 
stock (urban), and Shay Huntington 
McEwen, Galena stock (urban).  
Thank you to the candidates who ran for the board this 
year and thank you to the Gana-A’Yoo shareholders for 
the 59.6 percent quorum. It is because of your votes that 
the annual meeting of shareholders can be successful. 

ELECTION Results
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Foundation 
News 

GANA-A’YOO 

INTERNSHIPS
Gana-A’Yoo is offering intern positions 
in our corporate office. Positions can be 
filled on an as-needed basis throughout 
the year. For more information,  
please contact Janelle Huntington  
in human resources at 907.771.6525  
or jhuntington@ganaayoo.com.

SCHOLARSHIP 
Deadlines
The 2021 Foundation general and 
competitive scholarship deadline  
was June 15. For those who did  
not receive the general scholarship,  
the next deadline is September 30  
for the spring scholarship. Short-term 
and vocational scholarship applications 
are accepted throughout the year.  
For more information, visit the  
Gana-A’Yoo Foundation website  
at www.ganaayoo.com/foundation.

BOARD 
of Directors
If you are interested in serving on 
the Gana-A’Yoo Foundation Board 
of Directors, you can submit your 
resume and a letter of intent to Crystal 
Sommer via fax at 907.569.9699 or 
email to csommer@ganaayoo.com by 
July 30, 2021. Current board members 
include Leann Sommer (2021), Sharon 
Hildebrand (2022) and Alexis Sheeder 
(2023). Board members must be 18 
years of age or older to qualify. Please 
note that under federal laws governing 
private foundations, family members 
of Gana-A’Yoo Foundation board 
members are not eligible to receive a 
Foundation scholarship during their 
term on the board. Current scholarship 
recipients are also not eligible to serve 
on the board.

The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation Board of Directors selected Sheena Twitchell, RN, for the Student of 
the Year award. Twitchell is the daughter of Christine (Pitka) and Jerry Twitchell. The annual award 
recognizes a shareholder or descendant of an original shareholder between 7th grade through college 
who demonstrates outstanding leadership qualities as well as cultural and community involvement. 
Twitchell has been an outstanding student throughout her schooling career, since she was a child excelling in 
the classroom to graduating with two bachelor’s degrees, including graduating nursing cum laude. Currently, Twitchell 
is working toward her Master of Science in Nursing - Family Nurse Practitioner degree at Grand Canyon University 
and is expecting to graduate in March 2022. Simultaneously, Twitchell has been working full time as a public health 
registered nurse at the Phoenix Indian Medical Center, where she has been administering COVID-19 vaccines to tribal 
members on reservations in Arizona. Twitchell is a leader in her line of work in her region as well as in the nation. 
She has had the privilege of speaking at the Native American Youth Leadership Conference, is a traditional cultural 
advocacy committee member and is a former March of Dimes Nurse of the Year. Twitchell has a deep investment in 
the communities she serves and has focused on the health and well-being of tribal nations in the southwestern United 
States while maintaining her own traditional influence by way of using the Denaakk’e language she has learned.

Student of the Year SHEENA TWITCHELL, RN

STOCK WILL winners  

Galena has had the good fortune of 
having Dr. Tammy Huntington provide 
services to the community as well as 
the outlying villages of Koyukuk, Nulato, 
Kaltag, Ruby and Huslia since fall 2009. 
Dr. Huntington went to college in Iowa and 
medical school in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
proceeded to fulfill her residency at Providence 
Medical Center in Anchorage. Following residency, 
she and her family moved to Galena after coming to 
an agreement with the Tanana Chiefs Conference and 
the City of Galena to become Galena’s first physician. 

Dr. Huntington’s professional goal throughout her education 
was providing rural care. She enjoys the rural lifestyle and rural 
medicine, explaining, “My passion is rural medicine; it is a rewarding 
lifestyle.” In school, Dr. Huntington took a wilderness medicine track  
and took specific rotations to gain skills for a uniquely rural lifestyle.  
She stated, “I trained in areas that I knew could translate to a rural 
clinic, focusing on how to be effective in a rural setting.”

She appreciates knowing her patients well and the interpersonal 
relationships she has made. She said, “The beauty of having the time to 
listen to our patients cannot be undervalued; lasting relationships with a 
patient is the way to help with some of the most difficult health problems, 
such as depression and addiction – issues that cannot just be fixed in the 
short term. Showing that continuity is super important.”

Over a decade into her practice at the Galena Health Clinic,  
Dr. Huntington and the medical team faced the challenge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which changed nearly all of how they functioned 
as a clinic and how they delivered care. Dr. Huntington commended 
community leadership and how the community worked well together. 
One project that came to fruition was the building of a new cabin, 
in conjunction with Louden Tribal Council, that now serves as an 
emergency exam room. The cabin was built in two weeks and a local 
artist painted the interior, complete with handprints from students. 

“We have an amazing team; we have skill sets that rely on each other 
and we trust each other.” – Dr. Huntington

Dr. Huntington recently decided to take a sabbatical to a relatively small 
community on the north coast of the north island in New Zealand. Although 
it is not easy for her and her family to uproot for a year, she is nonetheless 
excited for her and her family to travel, broaden their perspective and return 
home refreshed. “I love the staff, I love and know my patients well, though 
sometimes it is important to shake it up a bit,” she said.

Huntington is the daughter of Phil and Debbie Koontz of Galena,  
the wife of Andrew Huntington and the mother of Paul, Milo and Zac.

GALENA  
Village Spotlight

Galena ROAD CLOSURE  
Every year, Gana-A’Yoo is required, by law, to close our 
privately owned road next to the Gana-A’Yoo building in 
Galena. This year, the road will be closed for one day, for a 
period of 24 hours, after which it will remain open again for the next year. 

mailto:jhuntington%40ganaayoo.com?subject=
http://www.ganaayoo.com/foundation
mailto:csommer%40ganaayoo.com?subject=


1001 E Benson Blvd., Suite 201
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Visit our website or contact the 
office for the updated list of 
shareholders we are searching 
current contact information for.

WHERE 
ARE YOU?

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR
Please visit our website for the 
most up-to-date information.

30  Foundation Board  
of Directors  
letter of intent deadline

JULY

6  Shareholder census  
forms due 

20  Gana-A’Yoo  
board meeting 
9 a.m. 
Anchorage

20  Foundation annual 
membership meeting 
12 p.m. 
Anchorage

AUGUST 

EDITOR 
Larissa Sommer  
newsletter@ganaayoo.com

CONTACT US 
Toll-Free | 1.888.656.1606
Anchorage | 907.569.9599
Galena | 907.656.1606 
web | ganaayoo.com

Henry B. Agnes Jr., 57 
Nulato Stock
Maxine M. Brannen, 65 
Nulato Stock 
Andrew Dayton, 78 
Koyukuk Stock 
Berchman Esmailka Jr., 67 
Nulato Stock 
David Henry, 89 
Galena Stock
Robert M. Silas, 69 
Galena Stock

KAIYUH  
SERVICES, LLC 

Subsidiary  
Spotlight

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences to the  
family and friends of:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Melissa McGinty | Chair
Shay Huntington 
McEwen | President
Linda Fleury | Vice President 
Joshua Peter | Treasurer 
Sharon Hildebrand | Secretary
William Dayton | Director
Frederick Huntington Sr. | Director 
Thomas Neglaska | Director 
Colleen Stickman | Director

LAND USE policy
In order to be a more transparent company and to 
make sure land use policies are being followed, we 
are in the process of distributing brochures depicting 
important information on local lands for each of our 
communities. Maps include regional corporation 
Doyon, Limited, Gana-A’Yoo, Limited, Alaska Native 
allotments and game management unit land in 
and around Galena, Koyukuk, Nulato and Kaltag. 
Gana-A’Yoo works closely with tribes, cities, wildlife 
troopers, fish and game, and guide companies  
to ensure that shareholders and non-shareholders 
are aware of and follow our land use policies.  
Thank you to all who comply with our permitting 
policies and thank you to those who help enforce  
and voice your concerns regarding the use of our 
lands. Certain easements are reserved for the 
public in various locations throughout private lands. 
For more information on public use for limited and 
specific purposes, do not hesitate to contact our 
corporate office. 

Late this winter, 
Kaiyuh Services, 
LLC, led a team 
of employees 
to harvest 
approximately 
9,000 dormant 
willow shoots 
along the back 
waters of the 
Mississippi River to 
replant on the Conway 
Lake newly constructed  
flood plain forest this summer.  
“The process will allow the newly 
constructed island to rapidly grow with 
native vegetation, thus greatly eliminating 
the threat of invasive species,” said David 
Roels, vice president of operations.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ganaayoolimited/
https://www.facebook.com/Gana-AYoo-Limited-185837001480920/
http://ganaayoo.com
mailto:newsletter%40ganaayoo.com?subject=
http://ganaayoo.com

