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Dear shareholders,

On Friday, June 3, Gana-A’Yoo held our 44th annual meeting of shareholders.  
It has been more than 44 years since the leadership of our four villages elected to join 
together as Gana-A’Yoo, “Friends Together.” What a joy to share the sentiment of 
“Protecting our past. Leading our future. Tl’eeyegge Hut’anne’ - People of the Land” 
with those in attendance, both in person and virtually. In the next few months and 
years to come, Gana-A’Yoo’s shareholder services department will be busy enrolling 
new shareholders! The majority of voting shareholders said “YES” to opening 
enrollment to eligible descendants of original shareholders, born after 1971.  
These are exciting times as Gana-A’Yoo is the first village corporation in the Doyon 
region to create a new class of shares for descendants of original shareholders.

Wishing a happy summer to all.

Sincerely, 

Dena Sommer-Pedebone  
Chief Executive Officer 

CEO Message

Tl ’eeyegge Hut’anne’ 
People of the Land

PROTECTING OUR PAST. LEADING OUR FUTURE

Election  
RESULTS 
Congratulations to newly 
elected board members 
Howard Darling, Kimberly 
Bower and incumbent  
Fred Huntington Sr.  
The board and staff recognize 
the contributions 
of outgoing 
board 
members 
William 
Dayton 
and Colleen 
Stickman 
during their years 
of service.  
Thank you  
to the 
candidates 
who ran for 
the board 
this year and 
thank you to 
the community of Nulato for 
hosting this year’s annual 
meeting of shareholders. 

2022  
Annual 
Meeting of  
Shareholders 
The Gana-A’Yoo Board of 
Directors and staff were 
pleased to travel to Nulato  
for this year’s annual 
meeting of shareholders, 
held on Friday, June 3.  
It was delightful to be able 
to hold our meeting in one 
of our four villages once 
again, complete with the 
bonus of having our meeting 
broadcast via Zoom to our 
shareholders outside Nulato. 
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We thank the voting Gana-A’Yoo 
shareholders who helped us 
achieve the 68.1 percent quorum 
this year. We also thank them for 
making the historical decision to 
open enrollment to shareholder 
descendants. Descendant enrollment 
will begin in September 2022.

Once enrollment is open, Gana-A’Yoo will require 
applicants to submit the following documents:
• Class E application.
• Original birth certificate; note that an original birth 

certificate is the only document that will be accepted. 
An original birth certificate can be obtained by 
contacting your local vital statistics office.

• If adopted by one or both parents, an adoption form 
must also be completed.

• Certificate of Indian Blood or Tribal Enrollment 
specifying Alaska Native blood quantum. 

Additional documents, if applicable, include:
• Proof of name change, if name is different than 

listed on birth certificate.
• Proof of custodianship, if not a biological or  

adoptive parent.
• Paternity affidavit, if father is not listed on child’s  

birth certificate.
• Adoption court order, if adopted by one or both 

parents. Documents must show the biological 
parent(s) name(s).

Open ENROLLMENTPRIZE Winners
Congratulations to the eProxy and early bird prize 
winners: Gloria Jenkins-Davenport and Dinah Lara 
($1,000), Cheryl Silas and Albert Evans ($500),  
Elizabeth McQuesten and Florine Benson ($250), and 
$100 winners Sonya Kelliher-Combs, Susan Erickson,  
Lindsey Thurmond, Conrad Rojas and Sterling Ambrose. 

Congratulations also to the proxy prize winners at the 
annual meeting of shareholders: 

25,000 Alaska 
Airlines miles 
Gilbert Cleaver Jr. 
Maurine McGinty

$1,500 
Neil Sommer 
John Ekada

$1,000 
Gerald Demoski 
Rose Olsen

$500 
Debra Ann Dayton

$250 
Evelyn Burgett 
Anthony Stiffarm Jr.

$100 
Darlene Lolnitz 
Bennett Madros 

Thank you to all who took part in voting this year’s 
Gana-A’Yoo proxies.

The Gana-A’Yoo Board 
of Directors selected two 
Shareholder of the Year 
recipients: Judy (Ekada) Madros 
and Andrea (Durny) Nield, both 
of Nulato. The award recognizes 
shareholders who model the mission, 
vision and values of Gana-A’Yoo by 
contributing to our communities, providing 
stability and opportunity for our shareholders to be 
successful on their own terms while respecting our land, 
culture, language and traditional values.

Madros was a teacher for the Yukon-Koyukuk School 
District for over 20 years and has impacted many people 
of all ages in their educational endeavors. She currently 
serves as the behavioral health aide in the community 
of Nulato. She is described as honest, hard-working 
and responsible. You can find Madros and her husband, 
Vernon Madros Sr., along with their kids and grandkids, 
taking part in traditional activities throughout the year. 
They enjoy harvesting fish, berries and moose to provide 
sustenance not only for their immediate family but also 
to share with their extended family members. Madros is 
known to be a strong and trustworthy woman who will give 
her all to anyone in need. 

Nield has dedicated much of her life to helping students 
and athletes work towards their potential, not only in  
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, but throughout the  
Yukon-Koyukuk area school district. She is an avid volunteer 
in her community, coaching basketball and mentoring youth. 
Relatively recently, Nield re-awakened her grandmother’s 
fishing area in Nulato and spends her time in the summer 
teaching her children how to live off the land.  
Nield is married to Chris Nield and is the 
daughter of Paula Curran and Andy Durny.

SHAREHOLDERof the Year 

Springtime in the Interior provides longer days  
and, with that, opportunities to get outside. 
That is exactly what the Galena outdoor adventure class 
experienced in March. Shareholder Jerry Nollner Sr.,  

power mechanics teacher William Kramer, 
and social studies teacher Ashley Kramer 

chaperoned six high school students on 
a 3-mile snowshoe trek for an overnight 
camping trip at a long-term ecological 
research site. Gana-A’Yoo, Limited allowed 
the group land access in partnership with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the  

City of Galena and the Louden Tribal Council. 

Gana-A’Yoo Construction Services Joint Venture 
(GCS) was formed in January 2021, combining the 
past performance of our two construction-oriented 
subsidiaries: Kaiyuh Services and Khotol Services.  
The joint venture has been successful in winning  
two contracts. The first was awarded in October 
from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, located in 
Dayton, Ohio, otherwise known as the birthplace of 
aviation. The contract is for the Simplified Acquisition 
of Base Engineering Requirements (SABER) and 
has the potential for a 5.5-year contract length and 
a maximum construction value of $127.5 million. 
Reinhard Mueller, vice president of operations, 
explained, “We are the only contractor serving this 
requirement at this Base, and work through a unique 
pricing system to arrive at a contract value for each 
parcel of work that the government requests for us 
to execute. The projects we execute vary widely 
in scope and complexity, ranging from $15,000 to 
$5,000,000 in size.” GCS has been awarded 11 projects  
since beginning operations in December. 

The second contract awarded to GCS is for a 
construction contract at Wallops Island in Virginia. 
The contract is with the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA), as part of a group 
of contractors that can bid on work on a restricted 
basis. Mueller commented that NASA is, “a desirable 
agency to work with, that has a bright future as we 
continue to reach for the stars.”

“ Gana-A’Yoo Construction Services Joint Venture 
is another tool in our business development 
toolbox that maximizes our opportunity to win 
work. Especially in the case of Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, we are very confident that this 
contract will provide an anchor of solid revenue 
for many years to come, while Gana-A’Yoo 
becomes a living part of the U.S. Air Force legacy 
of innovation in Dayton, Ohio.” 
- Reinhard Mueller  

Gana-A’Yoo vice president of operations

GANA-A’YOO  
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

Subsidiary Spotlight

GALENA OUTDOOR  
ADVENTURE CLASS 

Village Spotlight
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GANA-A’YOO Foundation News 

LAND MANAGEMENT Policy 

Scholarship NEWS 

The natural resources committee last updated Gana-A’Yoo’s land 
management policy manual in December 2020, with full Board of 
Directors’ approval. As the fall moose hunting season is approaching, 
we are asking for shareholder comment and input regarding our land 
management policy. Our staff has been working on ways to acquire 
shareholder input; the policy manual was sent to our village tribal offices 
and city offices requesting comment in April. Our Gana-A’Yoo website 
is also getting updated to create a way to receive comments about the 
policy manual. Additionally, we are working to schedule virtual meetings 
for shareholders, tribes and governing bodies to discuss the policy 
manual. The virtual meeting times and dates will be published on the 
website, social media and at tribal, city and post offices.
The natural resources committee is scheduled to consider the 
following suggestions and comments, submitted by Louden Tribal 
Council (dated May 2021):
1. Page 10: Under Camping and Campsite Permits: Consider 

removing language concerning non-shareholder camping use 
of Gana-A’Yoo lands. Non-shareholders can utilize nearby 
state and federal public lands for camping, which would not 
disturb customary and traditional use of Gana-A’Yoo lands by 
shareholders and descendants.

2. Page 15: Under Game Policies, Trapping: Consider removing  
the trapping permit requirement for shareholders. Customary  
and traditional trapping practices long precede the policy manual,  
and shareholders know how to responsibly steward trapping 
grounds accordingly.

3. Page 15: Under Guiding: Because Gana-A’Yoo lands are owned 
for the purpose of local subsistence, it is not clear why commercial 
guiding is currently an allowable use and practice. Subsistence 
should be the demonstrable priority land use, and commercial 
guiding opportunities exist on nearby public state and federal lands.

In the spirit of our collective ownership, stewardship and responsible 
use since time immemorial, we invite input, comments and  
suggestions from shareholders regarding the Gana-A’Yoo, Limited  
land management policy manual. Contact 907.569.9599  
or lands@ganaayoo.com with any questions.

The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation has launched 
AwardSpring, an all-online scholarship 
application, processing and awarding 
platform. Interested shareholders and 
shareholder descendants must apply for a Foundation scholarship 
online at ganaayoo.awardspring.com. To account for the change, the 
application deadline for the general and competitive scholarship has 
been extended to July 15, 2022. Short-term and vocational scholarship 
applications remain open year-round. Competitive, general, vocational 
and short-term scholarship applications must be submitted online. 
There is an opportunity to apply for an Alyeska Alaska Native Program 
scholarship, which has an open application timeframe of May 23, 2022,  
through December 15, 2022. Alyeska Alaska Native Program scholarship 
applicants are required to be enrolled in degree and training programs 
specific to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS). For more information  
on this award program, assistance, questions about the new process,  
or for scholarship type eligibility, contact foundation@ganaayoo.com.

Open ENROLLMENT

The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation 
Board of Directors  
selected Laura Ekada,  
Deloodeneen a, of Nulato, 
for this year’s Student of the 
Year award. The annual award 
recognizes a student who  
is a shareholder or descendant of  
an original shareholder, and who models  
the mission, vision and values of the  
Gana-A’Yoo Foundation. 

Ekada is the daughter of John Ekada and 
Misty Carlo-Riley, and was raised in Minto by 
her grandparents, Rocky and Madeline Riley, 
who instilled in her the value of education. 
After graduating from Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School in Sitka, Ekada attended Umpqua 
Community College in Oregon, where she 
competed in cross country running and 
track and field. She is currently a student at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks, where 
she is studying biology with an emphasis 
in biomedical science. Her plan is to attend 
medical school to become a physician and 
write public health policies for her community 
and the state of Alaska. 

Ekada is an active citizen in her community 
and has achieved numerous scholarships 
and awards for her academic achievements. 
Currently, her research has her examining 
how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
the community of Huslia, and how the village 
has utilized cultural resources to cope with 
the impacts of the pandemic. 

STUDENT 

“ Good afternoon from Kaltag School, 
home of the Wildcats! On behalf of the 
students and staff of the Kaltag School 
and Yukon-Koyukuk School District,  
I want to say, ‘Thank you!’ Thank you for 
providing much-needed resources to help 
our students succeed in the classroom 
every day. Thank you for the resources 
that help build school spirit and to 
help make strong connections to the 
community, the Kaltag Tribe. Thank you 
for helping us to celebrate the success 
of our students as we will be graduating 
two seniors in the coming months. Thank 
you for the resources that help us build 
new programs to meet the needs of our 
students. Thank you for the generous gift 
and for supporting the Kaltag Wildcats!” 
- Kevin D. Matthews 

on behalf of the Kaltag School in  
the Yukon-Koyukuk School District 

THANK You

of the Year 

In support of our strategic priority to increase 
educational opportunities for shareholders 
and descendants, and our vision of “a 
future where our success provides stability 
and opportunity for shareholders to be 
successful,” we are proud to announce gifts 
to the Andrew K. Demoski School in Nulato, 
Sidney C. Huntington School in Galena, 
Kaltag School, and the Ella B. Vernetti School 
in Koyukuk. Gifts of $25,000 each were 
presented to the schools earlier this year.

LEADING OUR  
FUTURE Donation

New HIRE 
Daniel Mainor accepted the position of 
human resources manager in May. Mainor 
earned his bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, and his master’s degree in public 
administration from Bowie State University.  
He is also accredited in Senior Professional Human Resources.  
Prior to joining Gana-A’Yoo, Limited, Mainor served as the managing 
director of employee services for Northern Air Cargo, providing 
multifaceted HR operations and initiatives within a complex mix 
of environments. In addition, Mainor has extensive experience in 
mentorship, and local, state and federal regulatory compliance.  
He enjoys empowering leaders to grow their human resource strategies. 
Mainor has called Alaska home since he arrived on Fort Wainwright back 
in 1991, when he was awestruck by the majestic beauty of the state and 
all it has to offer. When he isn’t working, he enjoys fishing, gardening, 
hunting, beekeeping and exploring with his two boys, Tchabo and Will.

GANA-A’YOO  
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

mailto:lands%40ganaayoo.com?subject=
http://ganaayoo.awardspring.com
mailto:foundation%40ganaayoo.com?subject=
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Visit our website or contact  
the office for the updated list  
of shareholders who we need 
current contact information for.

ARE YOU?
Where

MARK YOUR 
Calendar
Please visit our website for the 
most up-to-date information. 

 15  Gana-A’Yoo Foundation 
scholarship deadline

JULY

 1  Foundation Board  
of Directors  
letter of intent deadline 

 20  Gana-A’Yoo board meeting 

 20  Foundation annual 
membership meeting

AUGUST

Debra Barbee, 65, Galena Stock
Patricia Ekada, 95, Nulato Stock
Joann Malemute, 68, Koyukuk Stock

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences to the family and friends of:

Talent BANK

New LOOK 

Gana-A’Yoo, Limited would like to 
grow our shareholder talent bank, 
working towards our intention for 
“shareholder and shareholder 
descendant hire.” Help us with 
our goal to increase economic 
opportunities for our shareholders 
and descendants by adding  
your resume to the talent bank.  
Positions and employment locations 
vary. Interested shareholders and 
descendants should submit a  
resume to hr@ganaayoo.com  
or call 907.711.6525. 

Gana-A’Yoo is getting a makeover! Continued effort by the Board of Directors, 
management team and employees is resulting in considerable growth of business 
operations and shareholder services. It is time for our organization to refresh the 
look and name branding of both our logo and websites. The iconic arm grip on the 
company logo will remain the same as it proudly reflects the meaning of Gana-A’Yoo  
in Koyukon Athabascan (friends/friends together) and the collaboration of our  
four villages into one corporation. It also signifies the value we place on building  
long-term relationships with business partners and clients.

The Gana-A’Yoo website will be restructured to better showcase our operations 
in hopes of attracting new customers. It is critical we position the corporation 
for sustainable growth, and one way we do that is to offer potential clients the 
information they need online as quickly and easily as possible. Additionally, 
shareholders will enjoy a dedicated shareholder portal that will allow important news, 
such as voting information and event dates, to be broadcast in a timely manner while 
also housing shareholder information in one central location in an organized manner. 
Our social media sites will also benefit from the fresh and consistent branding.

EDITOR 
Larissa Sommer  
newsletter@ganaayoo.com

CONTACT US 
Toll-Free | 1.888.656.1606
Anchorage | 907.569.9599
Galena | 907.656.1606 
web | ganaayoo.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Melissa McGinty | Chair
Shay Huntington 
McEwen | President
Linda Fleury | Vice President 
Joshua Peter | Treasurer 
Sharon Hildebrand | Secretary
Kimberly Bower | Director
Howard Darling | Director
Frederick Huntington Sr. | Director 
Thomas Neglaska | Director 

INTERNSHIPS
Gana-A’Yoo, Limited is jointly 
hosting internship positions in the 
villages of Kaltag, Nulato, Koyukuk 
and Galena. For more information 
about internships, contact Janelle 
Huntington at hr@ganaayoo.com  
or at 907.771.6525. 

Agnes Sweetsir, former Gana-A’Yoo Shareholder of the Year and an instrumental 
figure in the establishment of the Yukon Koyukuk Elder Assisted Living Facility, 
is resigning her position as the administrator. Applicant preference will be given 
to Gana-A’Yoo shareholders and descendants, as well as Dineega Corporation 
(Ruby) shareholders. If you are interested in the position, contact Agnes Sweetsir 
at 907.656.2574 or asweetsir.ykealf@gmail.com for more information. 

ELDER ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY

Galena ROAD CLOSURE 
Every year, Gana-A’Yoo is required, by law, to close our  
privately owned road next to the Gana-A’Yoo building in Galena.  
This year, the road will be closed for one day, for a period of  
24 hours, after which it will remain open again for the next year. 

Yukon Koyukuk

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ganaayoolimited/
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